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Unit 1: Key concepts ond Processes of
culturol tronsmission

The first section of the poper ond consists of:

.5x1marks

.3x2morks

.3x4marks

Lcornino Checklist

Key Tcrms:
. Culture
. Norms
. Volues
. Roles
. Stotus
. Identity
. Sorctions
. Culturol diversitY

Debotes over the acguisition of identity:

. Noture/nurturedebqte

. ExomPles of ferol children

. ExomPles of culturol diversitY

The process of sociolisotion:
g" oit" to exploin ond describe whot ogents of sociolisotion are including:

' fomilY

' educotion

' mediq

' Peer grouP

Beobletoexploinonddescribehowagentsofsocio|istionpossonculfureondidentitye.g.
how do they poss on gender, class ond ethnicity

Exploin whot formol sociol conirol is ond give exomples

grpfoin *f,"t,nto*f *'of "**t 't 
otd g*
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Kcy Concepts ond Wods

Consensus theory
A lheory,like functionalism, thot believes oll the ports ond
institutions of society need to work fogether to moke society
function properly

lict theory

A theory , such os /tAorxism or Feminism, believes thot there is

disogreemenf belween people in society ond this is whot drives it
forword. For exomple, disogreement between genders, roce or closs.

When people follow sociol occepled norms, volues ond expectotions

A stotisticol link between two foctors

Actions thot go ogoinst sociol norms ond volues. Behoviours thot go

Economy

The stote of o country or region in terms of the production ond
consumption of goods ond services ond fhe supply of money

Views society os o conflict between men ond women ond views society
o potriorchy where men hove too much power.

Functionolism

The theory thot oll ospects of o society se?ve a function ond ore
necessory for the survivol of thot society.

Distincf sets of behoviours ond norms set by society for men qnd

women.

Intenoctionism

A view thqt rejecis large-scole theories obout society ond behoviour:
focussing on individuol choices, octions, ond communicotions
people.
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The opportuniiies aoch individuol hos to imProve his or her quolity of

life.Life chances

This theory looks ot lhe bigger picture.It is concerned obout bigger

social structures cnd their impoct on society.
Mocro theory

Views society os o conflict between different sociol classes: the

weahhy
(bourgeoisie) ond working-closs (proleforiat)

This theory look ot the smoll Piciure. It focuses on individuals ond

iheir interoctions.
Micro theory

A long stonding debote obout whether our behoviours ore the Produci

inherent biologicol fqciors (like genetics) or our environment'
Noture/Nurture

Debote

Something which is considered normol in o porticulor sociefy Sociol

expeclotions fhoi guide behoviour.

Leorning societies norms ond values from your fomily ot on eorly oge

help
Primory

fit into society.sociolisotion

Systems ond Processes in society thot oim to prevenl, discourage'

ond/or punish deviont behoviours. (e.9. lows, police)
Sociol Control

A problem, produced by society,lhot influences o consideroble

number of the individuols.
social issues

The pottern of growth ond chonge in a society over lime'Socicl Processes

An orrcngement of institutions where humon beings in o society

inleroct ond live logether.Sociol Structures



Society A lorge community of people with some degree ol social order.

Sociology The study of society.

Structurol lheory
sees society ds o complex system whose ports work iogether to
promote soliddrity and stobility.

Volues What pople ynerally consider imporiont in o porticular society.

Noiure \,Va 6ct and behove the woy we do becouse we ore born thot woy.

Nurfure

We oct the woy we do becouse we have been iought lo do so by the
ogents of sociolisoiion.

Ferol children

lr\eoning'wild' or'unsociolised'. These children hove been removed

from normol humon contoci and hove missed oui on normol processes

of humon sociolisotion.

gourgeoisie The middle closs or elite. Th€se own lhe lond or businesses.

Proleloriot The working closs. Ihese are lorced inlo lobour.

Norms ond Volues

Norms ore something lhqt is considered to be normql within sociefy ond come from our volues

which we think qre importont. For exohple, in Britdin we volue puncluolity therefore, o norm is for
us to be on lime. We olso volue polileness os o culture therefore it's o norm for us to use please

ond thonk you.

Norms ond volues ore differcnl in every country / rcligion / culture, Whot eoch country volues is

importdni. ft is o norn for us to eqt food with o knife ond fork in the UK buf in Chino it is o norm

fo then to eat wiih chopsticks ond consider il unusuol to €!t with q knife ond fork.



Norms ond values con not only chonge due to the country or religion, but they con also change in

the some place over time. For exomPle, going to university wos considered o rore thing 50 years

ogo buf todoy, educotaon is more volued by society lherefore it as o norm lor people to stoy in

educofion longer.

Culture

A culture is shored norms ond volues between o group of PeoPle. Feoture of o culture could be

shored longuoge, religion, beliefs or woys of living. These norms ond volues ore Passed down to the

next generotions by the porenis ond lheretore your culture con move with you when you move

oround diffarent counfries. In Englond we have lots of differenl cultures becouse we hove lots of

people immigroting into the country who hove broughf their cultures with them. This is colled

culturol diversity - one society that hos lots of different cultures within it.

Conformitv ond Devionce

If you ore following the norms ond volues of society, this is called conformity. You ore conforming

to fhe norms ond volues. If you 9o ogoinst the norms and volues of sociefy, this is colled devionce'

Exomples of conformity ore going to school, weoring trousers if you're o boy, hoving long hoir if
you,re o girl, short hoir if you're a boy. Exomples of deviance ore farting in public, boys wearing

dresses ond high heels, being rude to people, constantly skipping school'

Sonctions

Sonctions ore put in ploce to either proise following the rules of society (conformify) or punish

for breoking rules. There ore two types of sonctions: formol sonctions - a punishment for breoking

o low or written rule ond informal sonctions - o punishment for breaking on informol rule, imposed

by people oround you. Positive sonctions ore thirgs thot ore used to reword Positive behaviour' For

exomple in schools positive behoviour is reworded through trips, behoviour Poinis.

Identity

Your identity is what mokes up who you are ond how you behove. You goin your identity ihrough

sociolisotion ond the leorning of norms ond values from your Porents'

Oender roles

These ore the stereotypicol roles thot ore token by moles ond femoles within society and the

family.Gender roles chonge over time ond between countries ond cultures. For exomple in Asion



fomilies women predominontly toke the expressive role in the fomily which means that they ore

nurturing ond corihg and foke the moin role of the housewife. fn comparison, it con be foirly
common in soma ports of fndio to hqve mofriarchol fomilies - where women ore lhe heod of fhe
household instead of fhe mon.

Noture Nurture Debofe

The debate of whefher we ocf ond behave the way we do becouse we ore born to do so (noture)

or do we oct the woy we do becoGe we ha\te be€n torght to do so by the ogeats of sociolisation
(nurture). Noture believes thot behoviour is mostly determined by our genetics. Scientists suggest

we inherit behaviour troits from our porents, just like we would eye colour. Scientists orgue fhat
sexuolify, intelligence and mofernal instinct ore oll coded in the genes. Tte exomple of the Jim

Twins supporf this view os well os ihe story of Dovid Reimer (circumcision gone wrorg - guder
ond sex). Nurture believes fhot humon behoviour is mostly lenrnel.Individuols ore sociclised info

the culture of their fomily ond sociefy ord tought how-to live-in society by the ogencias of
socialisofion. Intelligence ond moternol instinct ore o result of nurture. Culturol diversify: All

societies ond cultures would be similar of behoviour wos naturol.

Ferol Children

Ferol meons 'wild' or 'unsociolised'. Ferol children have been removed fnom normal humon contqct

ord hove missed out on normol processes of humon sociolisotion. They have not leorned sociol

behoviour and ore unoble to porticipoie os humons within their society. This proves humon

behoviour is leorned. The moin exomple you should use to bock this up is Oxono Moloyo from
Ukroine who wu ne4lecte-d by her porents ot birth ond storfed fo odopt dog like behoviour. She

wos born os o normol child ond through 'living with dogs" her monnerisms become more dog like
thon humon like. You con olso use the Jim Twins who were separoted of birth but leod an exlremely
similor life including their occupotion, hobbies, bod hobits ond their possessions.

Sociolisation

Socialisotion is learning the norms ond volues of thof porficular society to be oble to fit in ond

conform. You leorn fhe norms and volues from your porents ond fomily when you ore young (this is
primory sociolisotion) ond you learn it from educofion, the medio, religion efc when you grow a

litfle older (this is secondary sociolisotion). An agant of sociolisotion is the institution (port of
society) or the group that sociolises you. For exomple, the family, educotion, fhe medio, your

friends.
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Role Models

A role model is somebody thot we look to in order to know how to oct. This con be somebody we

know or just somebody that we see in the media. An exomple of this is our Porents. We leorn how

to be o mole or o female from our mother or our father. If you lock one of those role models, when

you ore growing up you ore less likely to grow into o well rounded, low obiding person os you hoven't

been oble to learn from your porent. Having soid this, you can look up to o role model that isn? a

parent. you can have positive ond negotive role models ot school in the teochers otd the older

children - you look ot these PeoPle to see how you should behove ond copy their behoviour.

Theories

Tltere ore 4 moin sociologicol theories thot you need to know: functionolism, Morxism, feminism

ond interoctionism. Morxism is concerned moinly with the class system ond copitolism (the systeh

thot keeps the rich people rich ond the Poor people poor), feminism is moinly concerned with the

conflict between men and women ond how society reproduces potriorchy (men hoving more Power

over women), functionolism believes thot society oll needs to work together for society to be

Stoble (volue consensus) ond interoctionism believes that you connot generolise aS eoch Person in

society exPeriences something different.

Section A - Tesi voursclf

l. 6ive lhree features thot a culture shore

b.
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2. How can you define cultural diversity?

3. Give exompl€s of o value ond the norms that come from it

Volue Norm

e.g. Politeness e.g. Using please ord thonk you

4. Exploin the difference belween conformity ond devionce

o



5. Whot is a sonction? Give on exomple of a psitive ond o negotive sonction

6. Nome as mony ogencies of formol control os you can in the spoce below:

7. How do we form our identity? Whot con offeci it?

10



8. What is fhe noture nurture debote2 Give ewdence to bock up qch side.

9. Why do sociologists prefer the nurture side of the debat*

10. Whot is meont by o ferol child? How does if fit into the nofure nurture debote?

11



11. What is the differenc e belwr.rett primary ond secondary sociolisotion?

12. Whot is o role model? Nome o Positive ond o negotive role model in todcy's society' Exploin

how they ore positive ond negotive'

13. Motch the theory with the key word below:

Morxism

Feminism

Functionalism

Interoctionism

Value Consensus

Copitolism

fndividuol choice

Potriorchy
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Unit 2: Fomilies

This is the second section of the poper ond consists of thefoilowing
guestions:

. 1x 2 morks

.1x4marks

.lx8morks

. 1x 15 morks

Fomily divcrsity ond diffcrcnt fomily forms in thc uK ond within o gruot 
"ont 

xt
Understond whaf o fomily is and exploin the different lypes

. nuclear fomily

. extended fomily

. reconsfiiuted fonily (ble'rlded/step)

. lone porenf fomily

. single sex fomily

. cohobiting fomily

. beanpole fanily

Describe ond explain different ethnic minority fomily forms

Describe ond exploin global fomily forms including:
. polygomy
. orranged morrioges
. Chino's one child policy

Sociol chongcs ord fomily stnrcfurrs

LEFTTNS
Low Chonges

Economic Foctors

Feminism

T,
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. fmmigrotion

. Norms ond Volues

. Seculorisotion

Explain fhe impoct the obove social chonges hod on:

. family diversity, including the work of Robert ond Rhono RopoPorts

. divorce rotes ond seriol monogomy

. cohobitotion, sirgle parent fomilies' loter oge of morrioge

. singlehood

' fomilY size

. se{e4ated ond joint conjugol roles' symmetricol fomilies' domestic

division of lobour

. New Mon

. decision moking / monsy monogehent

. duol coreer fomilies

. leisure octivities

' Boomerarg families
. Child centred fomilies
. Sandwich generotion

' Crisis of mosculinitY

Exploin the impoct the obove social chonges had on:

. theory of symmetricol fomily ond principle of strotified diffusion' developed

from the functionolisf perspective of Willmott ond Young

Sociologicol theorics of the fomily

Exploin the conflict versus consensus debate on the role of the fomily

Exploin Functionolist theory of thc role ond functions of fomily:

' Porsons and primory sociolisotion and siobilisation of odult

Personolities
' Murdoch ond sex, reproduction' economic old sociolisotion

Explointhelllop<isttheoryoffomiliesseruingtheintercstsofcopitolism,including
the work of:

. ZorelslcY

ExplointheFeministcritigueoffomilyosopotriarchalinstifution,includingthe
work of:
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. Delphy and Leonord

. Ookley ond the conventionol family

Exploin the views of New Right sociologist on the fomily

Criticism of fhe Fonily:

Describe loss of troditional functions os o crificism of the family

Describe ihe lock of contact with wider kinship network os o criticism of the fomily

Describe dysfunctionol families os o criticism of the fomily

Describe ihe stotus ond role of women

Describe isolotion ond ulrealistic expectotions os o criticism of the fomily

Describe moritol breokdown os o criticism of the fomily

Describe the dork side of the fomily os o criticism of the fomily

Describe the decline in troditionol fomilies os o criticism of the fomily

15



Key Words ond Corc"Pts

societol structures ond proceases thqt leoch individuols

behoviourol norms ond shored volues. encoumgir€ conforhity
Agents of Sociolisofion

Child rearing

Porsons cloimed women's role in the fqhily is to Provide core' love'

, securiiy ond oll the necessory emotionql suPPort o

fomily member mighi need.
Expr€ssive role

Distinct sets of behoviours qnd norms set by society for tnen ond

women.

Porsons cloimed thoi the mans role within the fomily is the

breadwinnerl he is the one who eqrns money ond Provides moteriol

resources.Instrumentol role

Leorning societies nortns ond volues fron your fomily ot on eorly

oge to helP You fit into sociely.

fomily where the domestic division of lobour is more eguol' ond

home more centrol lo social life qnd social identities'
symmetriccl fqmilY

The sense of'lock of purpose, gools, identify qnd self-esteem' thot

nony men feel due to chonges in gender roles'
Crisis of mosculinily

The roles individuols loke wilhin o morrioge'
Conjugol roles

The role or behoviour lecrned by o person os opProPrioie to their

gender, delermined by the Prevoiling €uliurol norms'

Fqmilies in which both porents ore in emPloyed work'
Duol coreer fomilY
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man shares the domestic lobour more eguolly, in touch with
side ord anotions, tredts wonen os eguols.

Domestic division of labour Who does the unpoid work: in the household orrd with children

Nucleor fomily
A couple and their depandent children, regci,.dd os o bosic social

Empty nest fomily

When children reoch adulthood ord independen ce ond lqve the
fomily home:

luvirg a moried couple olone.

Convenfionol fomily

A form of fomily fhot is based on or in occordonce with whot is
done or believe/, A "normol" fomily.

Cereal packet f ornily

A certoin type of nuclar - this refers to the imoge most people
hold of the fomily. It is also the picture of the fomily that the

fends to present, especiolly in odverts.

Singl e- par u'fi / Lone- porent

A family where children ore being roised by one parent.

known os blended or

A family unit where one or both porenfs have children from o
previous relofionship, but fhey have combined to form o new

ly. The porents mtry or moy not then hove children with eoch

Some-sex family A some sex couple living together with children

A f anily contoining relotives in oddition to fhe nuclear fomily

A couple living fogether who aren't morried

morriage involving two or more wives or husbonds

17



The proctice or condition of hoving more thon one husbond or mqle

mothEr or oldest femole is the head of the family;

or rule by o womon or women.

Tibet, brofhers will often share inherited lond ond share o

Fraternol PlYondrY

sociolisofion and Stobilisotion of odult personolity' He

that these connot be removed from the fomily os they ore's functions of the

He stoted thot there were 4 universol functions of the fomi['

These were sex, reproduction, econohic ond sociolisotion'
's functions of

His 5 diversity types - Orgonisotionol, Culturol, Sociol Closs' Life

, Fomily life course diversitY
s diversity fyPes

idea thot fomilies isolote children from wider society ond

Sociol isolofion

numbers of separations, divorces, ond dysfunctionol

Morital breokdown

Discriminotion bosed on sex and gender.

Where moles hold primory pwer ond predominote in roles of

politicol leadership, morol outhority, sociol privilege ond control of

. fn the domoin of the fomily, fothers or fother-figures

oufhority over women ond children.
Potriorchol domination

A fomily in which conflict, misbehoviour, and often child neglect or

obuse on the port of individual Porents occur continuously ond

, leoding other members to occommodqte such octions'
Dysf unctionol fomilY
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The wcy in which porents detet ff encoutoge behoviour on the
of opproprioteness in r€ords to gander.

Beanpole fomily

there are lots of generations but there oren'i many people

tllatrimoniol Causes oct 1857
Mode divorce easier fo occess, especiolly for fhe less wealthy.

Ai\atrimoniol Couses Act
1937 divorce easier to occess, especiolly for women.

Arranged morrioge thot is plonned or qre.zd by fomilies.

Sociol Stigmo disapprovol of o group or o person.

Seculorisotion d*line in religion in society.

sexuol intercourse belweett o morried person ond
who is not iheir spouse.

Seriol monogomy

practice of errgcgring in a succession of morrgomous sexuol
relotionships. Hoving one portner ot o given time, but multiple

19



Theories of the Fomilv

Functionolist View

.fhereoretwomqinFunctionoliststhotyouneedloknow.MurdockandParsons.Theyboth

believe fhof the nucleor fomily is necessory for sociefy to work best and sociolise children into

fhe norms and values of the society. This meons thot they don't like ony other fomily type os

theybelievethotitisdestroyingthenucleorfomilyondthereforenofsociolisingchildren
properly'Functionalistsbelievethatfherearetwomoinroleswithinthefomily:expressive
(womon's role) and instrumentol (moles role)'

MurdocKs iheory came first. He believed thot the function of the fomily is:

1. Reproduction (producing the next generotion)

2. Sex (ollowing people to lef ouf their sexuol desires to stop crime e'9' rope)

3. Meeting economic needs (giving the family food' shelter ond wormth)

4.Sociolisotion(givingchildrenthenormsondvoluesofsocietytoenoblethemtofitin)'

PorsonsthenupdotedlAuldock,sviewduetothechongesinsocietytodoyondhossoidthot
octuolly we only hove two functions of the family' These ore:

l.sociolisotion(givingchildrenthenormsondvoluesofsocietytoenoblethemtofitin).

2.Thewornboththeory(likeawarmboth'whenyougetintothefomilyhomeallofthe
worries slip owoy ond you con relax)'

20



llorxist View

ilAorxists believe fhot the fomily is a key insfitution to reproduce copitolism. Everything in

society revolves oround the conflict betweet the upper closs (the bourgeoisie) ond the lower

closs (the proletoriof) ond the exploitotion of ihe lower closs by ihe upper closs. The fomily

reproduces copitolism fhree dilterut wayst

1. Pnoperiy (Englcs orgues thot people poss on property, money, businesses ond generol weolth

betweqr generafions. The bourgeoisie will poss on lofs of wealth whereos the proleforiot

willnot. This keeps the rich people rich ond fhe poor people poor)

?. I&ologies (these ore the norms ond vclues thot ore Possed don'n from porents fo children.

The bourgeoisie will poss down the norms ond volues of fhe upper closs which ollows the

upper closs to fit in wifh other upper closs sfructures ond the proletoriot will poss down

working class norms and volues which will keep the working closs poor ond stop them being

oble to climb the sociol lodder).

3. Consurnpfion (occording to Zor.etsky the family buys o lot of coPitolist goods to keep up

with everybody. Children osk for the lotest Phones, foshion items etc in order nof to be

bulled).

21



Feminist View

The fomily reproduces potriarchy ond is the key institution for men to exploit (toke odvontoge

of) women. Ann ooklcy orgues thot the mdorily (70%) of women ore noi hoppy with their role

ond position within fhe fomily os they hove to toke on three roles: paid lobour, housework ond

the emotional care of fomily members. This is colled the friple shift. The woy thot fhe domestic

division of lobour (who does whot in the household) is split uP meons thot women end up faking

on most of the unpoid jobs.

Types of Feminism

There are 4 moin types of feminism ond olthough they oll focus on the potriorchy within the

fomily, they all focus on dilferql ospects of sociefy:

1. Liberal Feminism - concerned with the lows thot ore changing the psition of women e.9. the

eguol poy oct

2. Morxist Feminism - orgues ihot men aren't the problem ond the couse of exploitotion of

women, but their Port in coPitolism

3. Rodicol Feminism - believe thot men ore the enemy ond thot women should hove no coniact

with them. Believe in'pliticol lesbionsim" - becoming a lesbion to hove no contoct with men.

4. Dilference Feminism - interocfionist opproach soying thot you hove to toke each womon's

position separotely.

fnteroctionists disogree with oll of the other threa theories - you connot ganerolise ond soy

thot just becouse you ore o certoin closs thot your fomily will keep you this closs (Morxism) or

thot just because you ore a womon you ore exploited in the fomily (Faninism) or thot iusf
becouse you come from o troditional nuclear fomily thot you ore well socialised into sociefy

(Functionalism).

22
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Theoiics of the fomily - tast vourself

1. What is the funciionolist view of the fomily?

2. Whal do functionalists beliane ore the 4 main functions of the fomily?

o.

b.

c,

d.

3. Which functions of the fomily does Porsons still see os relevoni today?

23



4. What is the purpse of the fomily occording to o Morxist?

5.Whotorethethreemoinorgumentstobockupthely'torxistviewonthefomily?

o.

b.

c.

6. What do Feminists believe obout tha fomily?

7. Whot ore lhe 4 moin types of Feminism?

o.

b.

c.

d.

24



8. How is the interoctionist theory differeni from oll of the other therrrir*;?

Plon the following guestion below

'The function of tha fornily is to sociolise chitdrcn into the norms ond
volues of societ/ Do yorr ogrr"p, o? disogrrec with this viaw? (15 morks)

25
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Plon the followirg question below

*The fulrction of thc fomily is to repr"oducc coPitalisn" Do you ognee or

disognee with this viaw? (15 morks)

Plon the following question below

.The fomily 
"xPtoits 

womgn,, Do you q"ee o? disogree with this vicw?

(15 morks)
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?,

Fomily Diversity

Fomily diversity ore the diff erent tyPes of fomily thot is found in modern Britoin today. The
chonges hove hoppened due to chonges in low, immigrotion, decline in retigion (seculorisotion)
and o change in sociol norms.

Different types of fomily include: troditionol nucleor, lone porent, reconstituted (or blended),
some sex, beanpole, emPty nest, new nucleor, cohobitotion ond symmetricol fomilies.

Ropmports Diversity Tvpes

Roppoport ond Roppoport tolk of 5 different types of fomily diversity:

Orynnisotionol (the woy in which the jobs, tosks ond structure of the fomily is different)
Culturol (different cultures see the 'normol" fomily type os difterent. When people move
oround the world they toke their culture with them)
Sociol Closs (differe.nt closses hove different 'normol" fomily types. The relotionships
between odults ore children are differqtt in the different sociol closses)

Life Cycle (Different geterations within the fomily have diff erent norms within the fomily.
E.g. the troditionol housewife role wos token by the womon 50 yeors ogo but todoy it is
occepted that women con be eguol)

Fomily Life Cycle (everybody's fomily ond ideos of fomily oppeqr ot different times. Eg. ot
18 some penple are ready to get morried, other people ore only ?eady ot 30)

Fqmily Diversity over tirne

Pre-fndustriolised fomilies were moinly extanded where people lived in big groups . Over time,
people started to move for work ond theref oretheir fomilies become nuclear so thot they con

move around eosier with their fomily.

4.
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Family Diversity in different countries

Different countries hove different cultures ond lows which offect the fomily'

. lAotriorchol (where the womon hos the power' Opposite of potriarchol

. Polygyny (where o mon hos more thon one wife)

. Polyondry (where o womon has more than one husbond)

. Froternol polyondry (where o womon is morried to two brothers)

. An'onged (with their consent) ond for"ced mor-rioges (ogoinst their will)

. Chino's l then2 child policy to stoP the growing populotion

Reasons for FomilY Diversitv

. Decline in morrioge rates ond increose in divorce rotes

. Less religion (seculorisation)

. Increased choice

. Focusing on coreers insteod of fomily

. Rise in feminism which gives women more choice

Fomily DiversitY - Test Yourself

1. List os mory fomily types os you con:
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2. Whot is fomily diversify?

3. Whot do the Roppoports take into account when looking ot diversity?
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4. How did industriolisotion chonge the fomily?

5. What is the differenc e belweert polygomy ond polyondry?

6. 6ive two wcys thot fomily diversity is differeni in different cultures

o.

b.
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7. Plon the following guestion:

'The nuclcor fomily is ?hc mosi comnron fomily typc'(15 morks)

For Agoinsf

8. Plon the following guestion:

"There is no typicol fomily sfructur" ony mone" (15 morks)

For Agoinst
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Con iuool Roles

These are the roles thot are ioken in the household by men ond women' There ore two fypes of

roles-segre.gatedconjugolrolesandjointconjugolrol*,Se.gre.galedconjugalrolesgowiththe
troditional nucleor fomily where the mon is the moin brecdwinner and ihe womon is the housewife'

These roles ore unequol. Joint conjugol roles ore foken in the nau nucleor symmetrical fomilies

where both the mole and the femole shore the some roles eguolly'

Domestic division of lobour

This is who tokes on whot jobs in the household ond fhe family. E.9. housework, cleoning, cooking,

looking after children, looking ofter elderly relotives etc. Ann ookley has found thai most women

w"re unhappy with their situotion, with 70% of the women interviewed come out o3'dissatisfied"

Womenoresoidtobedoing40%morehouseworkthanmen,eventodoy.Womenonoverogedo26
hourswhereosmenonovercgeoredoing16hours.DelphyondLeonordorguethotmenore
exploiting women for their unpoid lobour in the household os o port of the copitolist structure'

Monev ond Decision Mokinq

Edgell (1980) found the importont fomily decisions such os finonciol issues tended to be mode by

the husbond, while women were lefl to moke the less imPortant decisions on their own such os

whot they will eot for dinner or whot ihe children would weor. Jon Phal's (1993) research found

men tended to control ond monage o couples money ond women didn't hove control over the money'

Gender Roles

These ore fhe roles thot the men ond the women tqke within the household' Functionolist Porsons

believes thot women should, ond do, toke the expressive role (housework, cooking, cleoning, looking

after the children, looking ofter the elderly relatives) and thot men should, ond do, take the

instrumental role (being the breodwinner, moking the inPortont decisions, looking ofter the

money). These gender roleS ore chonging over time ond ore now becoming more eguol due to the

riseinFeminism.Thishosfhenresultedinmoresymmefricolfomilieswherelherolesareshored
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eguolly on boih sides (the mole ond the femole). Wilmott ond Young olso tolked obout the

symmetricol fomily.

Chorcino Fonilv Roles

Over time fhere hos been o shift in the views of society ond the fomily. There oremwry differan!

fcmily types thot ore rpw more common ond there hos been o shift in the woy in which society

works ond how ihe fomily fits into society. Some of most noticeoble chonges from the ogriculturol

period to now include:

. The nuclear fomily used fo hove stronger connection to the wider extended fomily.

. Elderly reloiives lived in the fomily home. Todoy they tend to live by fhemselves or in'old

puple's' core homes.

. Families lived in smoller communities and it wos rare for people to trovel oufside thof oreo

for work or visiting friends / fanily.
. Only sons could inherit lond ond corry on the fomily nome

o Fothers hoped for sons os the sons would be his workers.

o Chonges in low hove chonged how Porents relote to sons ond doughters

. The relationship between mon ond wife has chonged. There hqve be*n cholge.s in divorce

lows, inheritonce, properly righfs, gender roles

. Children hove a higher chonce of survival iodcy and therefore They are ot the centre of
the fomily much more thon they used to be.
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Thims thof hovc chonocd Thinos thoi haven't chonoed

After the ogricultural period, work required

physicol strength: men goined dominonce over

the workploce. Some feminist sociologists hove

suggested fhot the power imbolorce we see

todoy between men ond women storted at this

point.

There wos equolity in the ogricuhurol

period in terms of mole ond femole pwer.
They both shored the worklood. The

fomily wos not potriarchol - Willmott ond

Young's symmetricol f amily.

Women hove greoter control over Pregnoncy

now there has been on increose in

controception.

Gender pay gop

fn the post women could not inherit meanirg

only sons could inherit weolth from fothers,
this meont women were completely dependont

on men for money. Women cot now inherif too

and ore not reliont on men for money.

Morriages were often orrorged ond in the

teenoge yea'ls. This isn't fhe cose todoy'

rnfont morfolity wos high, todoy it's much

lower ond children ate seen os much more

importont in fhe family.

Children oren't expecled to contribute to the

fomily f inonciolly like fhey were. They ore now

ollowed to go to school ond not sent to work.
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Crisis of tlAoscul inity

Chonging guder roles within the fomily ond everylhirg becoming more eguol, it con be soid thoi
men ate focing a crisis of mosculinity - this is where lhey don't know what their role is in society
ony more os they ore not the moin breadwinner in the fomily ond there is o decline in 'masculine"
monual lobour jobs. There ore several piece.s of evidence for ond ogoinst fhe crisis of mosculiniiy.

Symmetricol Fomilies

Willmoft ond Young orgue fhot fomilies now ore becoming nuch more eguoi with both the mole ond
lhe female shoring roles. They orgue thaf ihe traditional nuclear fomily no longer exists ord thot
we have something called the neo-conventionol (or new nucleor) fomily. This just means tho? oll of
the roles ore shored e4ually betwean the portners ord there is no exploitation wifhin the family.

Evi&nce Agoinst

Mole suicide tole a?e consistently higher
female ones

Sociolisotion means thot men ore less likely to
about their feelings or adopf to fhe
symmetricol fomily

lAale roie of homelessness ond oddiction
much higher fhon the femole

lAoles in prison much higher than femoles
the some crime
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Roles withtnlhcl

1. Whqt do sociologists mean by the term 'conjugl roles?

2. Whot do sociologists meon by the term domestic division of lobour?

3. Exploin lhe differencebetween joint conjugol roles ond se4regated conjugol roles
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4. What ue the two roles thot Porsons tolks obout within the fomity?

5. who mokes the decisions ond momges th e money in the fomily? whof sociologists suppori
this?

6. Whot do sociologists meon by o crisis of mosculinity?
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7. Whot does Willmott and Young orgue obout the chonging ge'nder roles2

8. Plon fhe following guestion:

.The fomily hos chonged dromoticolly since thc ogriculiurol Period,,.

Do you g4lrec o? disogrec? (15 morks)
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9. Plan the following guestion:

'The roles wifhin thc family orle equol'. Do )rou q?ec o? disqree?
(15 morks)

lAorrioge ond Divorce

Ai\orrioce trends

The morrioge rote is decreasing - in 1931 fhere were just over 300,000 morrioges pet y?at in
Englond ond woles. By 2011 ihis hos dropped to around z2o,@o pet yl.lcr?. Thot meons thqt
less people are getting momied todoy thon they used to. Paple are olso getting morried older
than they used to - lhe overage age of morriage in 1981 wos oround 28 ond in 2014 it wos
oround 35. This means fhat fhe people thot orc getting morried ore marrying ot o lcter o9e.
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LEFTINs

Seculorisotion(adeclineinreligion)hosmeontthotlivingtogetherondhovingsebefore
morrioge isn't os frobidden os it wos in the 9e of religion'

DeclinJ in sfigmo (disopprovol) means that there orE more lone Porents' more divorces and

more oPtions ovoilable.

Morewomenorefocusingontheircoreerrofherthanbeingahousewifesotheygetmorried
and stort fomilies loter

Charges in fhe low horle meont thof it i eosier ond cheaper to get a divorce

AnincreaseinconirocePtionchoiceshavemeantthotPeoPlearehovirrgchildrenotoloter
sfoge ond there is no hurry to be morried'

Divorce trends

.Divorcesoredromoticollyincreosingintime'Inlg3ltherewerelessthonl,000divorcesin
EnglondandWoleswhereasin20tltherewereoroundl2o,ooo.Thotmmnsthotoround
40% of marrioges end if divorce'

Reasons for the divorce trends

Char1les in the low ollow for women to file for divorce os well os men'

The chonges in law hove also mode divorce much cheoper ond easier to occess for everybody

Seculorisation(declineinreligion)hosmeontthotitismorewidelyoccePtabletofilefor
divorce

Declineinstigrra(disopprovol)meorrsthotpeoplenolongerfeelliketheyhovetostoy
together if they don't wont to be together any more

Arronged marrioges don t olways work out

Emptynestmorrioges.wheeelhefomilymovesoutondoway(childrengotouniversityor
moveout)meonsthattheParentsreolisetheynolorgerhoveonythirrgincommonsofile
for divorce.
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liorriooe ond Divorte - Tesf yourself

L Whot is the trend for morrioge rofes?

2. What ore the reasons for this frend?

3. Whqt is the trend tor divorce rat*?
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4. Whot are the raasons for this trend?

5. Plon the onswer to this question

'"The moin rcoson for o high diwrce rote is the chonges in the low"

(15 marks)
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6. Plon fhe onswer to this guestion

"The moin rcoson for o lower morrioge r.otc is sccutoriso?ion" Do you
ogtflee or disognae with this view? (lE morks)
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Unit 3: Educotion
This is the third section of the poper ond consists of:

1 x 15 morks

1 x 2 morks

1 x 5 morks

1 x 8 morks

Leomino Checklist

the conflict versus consensus debote on the role o

the consensus view of Functionolism

Exploin the Functionolist theory of educotion

. serving the needs of society ond the economy-

. focilitoting sociol mobility ond fostering sociol

. cohesion including the work of Durkheim on educotion os the tronsmission of norms

ond values
.ochievedStotusandeducotionoperotingonmeritocroticprinciples,withreference

to the work of Porsons

the conflict view of Morxism

Exploin the Morxist theory of educotion

. serving the needs of coPitolism

. educotion mointoining inequolity, including the work of Bowles ond Gintis on ihe

fhe conflict view of Feminism

Exploin the Feminist thenry of educotion

perpetuoting potriorchy including the work of Becky Froncis on the potriorchal
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I 
Exploin processas wifhin schools aff ectingeducotionol achievement:

| . lobelling, including the work of Horgreaves
I hidden curriculum

. streaming, botding

. anii-school sub-cultures including the work of Willis
' teacher expectotions, including the work of Boll . self-fulfilling prophecy

Exploin the contribution of materiol foctors, including fhe work of:
. Holsey on class bosed inegualities

Exploin the contribution of cuhurol factors

Explain the contribution of lobelling

Exploin the contribufion of cotchment oreas

Exploin fhe contribution of types of school, including the work of:
. Ball on streoming, choice ord competition between schools

Exploin fhe contribution of counter school cultures, including fhe work of poul willis
Exploin the contribution of materiol ord culturol foctors

Explain the confribution of ihe curniculum

Exploin the confribution of lobelling

Exploin the confribution of rocism

Exploin the contribution of more employrnent opportunities for femoles

Exploin the contribution of feminism

Exploin fhe confribution of feminisotion of schools

Exploin the contribution of crisis of masculinity

Exploin the contribution of pezr pressure ond sub cuhures
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(ev Conccuts

Failed schools taker over by centrol 6overnmeri, in Portnership with Privote

sDonsors such os businesses or churches They ore stote schools which receive

their funding directv fron lhe governnent'
Acodemies

A posilion earned or meriied, such os coptain of o school teqm or docior'
Achieved stoius

A position born into, not ochieved or €lrned, such os son or daughter'

Negctive obout school. Tend to be working-closs'

A school thot does not choose students bosed on ocodemic ochievement lt is o

nonselective ond qll children otterd the some tyPe of secondory school

regordless of obility.
Comprehensive

school syslem

The theory of Bowles ond ointis thoi school mirrors vi'lork ond Prepores PuPils to

work in unfulfilling. boring iobs without rebellirg'

Advqntoges thot Parents con Poss on to their children in the form of knowledge'

resourcJs ond lifestyle choices which help their children to be successful'

Being without the exPerienc€s or suPport needed to develop into o successful

odult.

The ideo lhqt schools should be obolished becouse ihe compulsory nalure of

schools hinders lhe leorning process.

The otiitude of o school or the policias of o school which gives Priority to o

porticulor ethnic arouP whilst disregqrding others eg through only te{chihg

British HistorY.

Ethnocentric
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Where ihe school is ossocioted wifh o porticulor religion (or religious
denominotion) feoches ihot religion ord prociices that religion os o cohhunify.

A plonned progromme of objecfives, content, leorning e><periences, resources ond
(E.9. Core subjecfs such os Sciqrce, Moths ond English.)

A school set up by on orgonizofion or o group of individtnls, funded by the
but not controlled by the locol outhorify which is free to otiend.

Further and

Higher
educotion

Students 16 ond over fhaf sfay in education to continue study such os through
Alevels, vocafional course ond then degree level study.

Things leornf in school that ore not formolly toughf os port of fhe officiol
curriculum, such os voluing puncfuality, conformity and obedietce.

When children ore for.rght ot home rofher thon of school, usually by porents or
privote tufors, insteod of sending them to o school.

These include privote od public schools. ft is mode up of schools thot chorge
fees to ottend ond ore nof subject to the some rules of state schools.

Facfors within school fhot can offec! o child's success of school e.g.

lobelling

Where on organisotion's culture ond mefhods of operoting ore found to be rqcist

done by o person of higher stotus ond power, otta chitts o cat?4ory,lype
imoge fo a person. ft con hove powerful conseguences ond the lobel mcy become

Being wifhout goods thot you would expect to hove in your house, for exomple o
your own bedroom.
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belief that the ochievements of individuals in o society depends on the

of effort they put in; it does not depand on their class, ethnic or gerl,du

Everyone hos on equal opPortunity to succeed'
eritocrocy

when o closs hos o ronge of obilities in including over ond irnder ochieving pupils

ore tought in these grouPs.

Focus on procticol, honds-on activities ond creative ploy; develoPing ortistic

expression ond sociol copocities; ond in secondory educotion: developing criticol

Parents' hopes ond ombitions for their child's future'

A group of people who ore of similor oge ond usuolly hove similor interets'

Where the school is privotely funded: usuolly poid for by the porents of the

children who qttend.

obout school. Tend to be middle-closs.

A high-stotus privofe school where the heod teocher hos been invited to join the

Heodmostars' ond Heodmistres ses' Confercll,ce'

belief thot one rociol group is superior to others; treating other groups

discriminotely becouse of thot belief.

Feminist view sociefy os a potriorchy: where pwer is centred oround men ond

mosculinity and denied to women who ore oppressed by it. They view fhe function

the educotion system to estoblish gender rcles. For example, by feaching girls

Feminism
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le of education

Functionalism

Functionclisfs hold thot oll ospecfs of o society serve o function ond ore
necessory for fhe survivol of that sociefy. They orgue thot the educotion sysfem
is reguired before sociely con funcfion or exist - no society con function
heolthily wif hout educotion.

Morxist sociologists might orgue fhot the moin purpose of fhe education system
is to prepore most of the people in society for o life of exploitotion by their
future ernployers. For exomple, by troining skills that meet the needs of the

ot n?4alive actions ioken to encoutage puple lo follow sociol norms,

Where o group is not oble to toke full port in society. They ore left ouf of
importont ospects of life.

The otfempt to include oll paple fully in society.

The movement of individuols up ond down the stratificotion (closs) system.

When o teocher makes a prediction obout o child or lobels thot child then it
comes true.

Where the school is funded by the sfote ond musi. lherefore, odhere io more
ond regulations specified by fhe government.

Sfeiner schools

Feoture mixed-oged clossrooms, ollow for student choice of octivity, allow for
freedom of movemenf within the clossroom, ond work on o ,,discovery,, 

model
thor hoving direct instructions fnom teochers.

An exaggerated simplified view of a group of perple thot con couse prejudice

A smoll group within society with its own norms ond volues.

49



work or cqreer-relcted educqtion.
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Types of Schools

AAoinstreom schools

llrereore mony diff ererfi types of schools in the British educotion system. We stort with primory

schools from oges 5-11 (KSl ond KS2) ord 9o to secondory schools for 11-18 yeor olds (K53, KS4

ord KS5). there ore olso some sex schools (oll girls or oll boys), mixed sex schools (mixture of
boys ond girls), privote schools (where you poy to ottend) ond state schools (which ore run by the
government). Any school con be o mixture of th*e, e.g. sane sex primory privote school. The

different types of schools ore to givethe porent ond the child more choice os to whot typeof
school ond educotion they will receive.

Alternotive Schools

\\ere ore mony other types of schools thot ore ovailoble for porents to choosefrom thot ore

dtff erent to moinstreom educotion to ollow for porentol choice.

Typeof
school

=eotures Advontoges Disodvontoges

Montessori

schools

Mixed oqe clossrooms
J

Mainly primory schools
Blocks of 3 hour lessons

Discovery modelof
leorning (not teocher led)
Teacher specificolly
frained in montessori
teaching
trreedom of movement in

lhe clossroom

Better sociol ond

acodemic skills thon

cther types of primory

schools Better sense

rf behoviour Stronger

:ommunity sense

fnst E?,OOO per term

[€e,ooo o yeor)
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Steiner
schools

:nphosis on imqginotion

rnd ort Honds on octivities
rnd
plq,

Mt much officiol testing -

just checking of students

underslqnding Curriculum

is decided by ihe t€.dcher

Stote funded or free
6ood for leorning

for.ign longudges

,nly 35 in the U( Little
?mphasis on fTskills
No siondordised testing
neons thol they will
slruggle with 6CSES, A

Levels ond Degrezs for
lqter in life

Forrest

schools

,utdoor educoiion

Focuses on the outdoors,

forests, trees, wildlife
etc. 150 in the UK

{oppiness of children

s greoter Reduc€s

hyperoctivity 6ood

for environmentol

oworeness

)oesn't relqte to the wider

rociety

Home

schooling

:or people who believe

lhot moihstreom schools

rre not productive

:ducoied in their osm

10nle

27,000 home schooled

childre[ known to ihe
locol outhorif. fllegol itt
holf of
Europeqn countries

-ess likelihood of
rullying
Eocus on subjects thot
they siruggle with
ir€ltes snoller closs

sizes

Soves toxPqyers money

Greoler conirol over

curriculum

tsolotion from the wider
:ommunity Porents

sometimes lqck the in
depth knowledge needed

Lock of sociol skills Moy

foil to prepore the
studert for loier life.



ex schools the norm in the post
lhere re 2,000 less now

found in privote

(6CSE results)

eaker subject gender

ot English and

sex ond more

not reflecf the

Fqith schools 'er.ches lhe notionol

with o focus on thof

given to those who

,000 in the UK

trong anphosis on

'el,chit1g of the religion
be good for society

tops integrotion of foiths

Independent

/ privole
schools out by them e.9. the

,500 in fhe UK Doesn't

taxes os clossed as o

parents fo invest

thon stote run
Smaller closs

Better funding of

ldren who con't

brse teaching but con
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6rommor
schools

t54 in the UK

Fully stote funded

tifted students from
poorer

Grammor schools ore

elitist (for o suPerior
backgrounds get o good

education tor free
. Creotes o good

acodemic culture
l. rncreoses sociol

I mobility

lsmoller closs sizes

Types of schools - Test Yourself

1. List as mony types of schools thot you con remehber:

2. Describe o moinstreom school

3. Whot's lhe diff erqce belwe.zn oprivote school ond o grommor schoolT
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4. why might porents choose to send their children to on olternotive type of educotion?

5. Why might children be homeschooled?

6. Plon on answer to this guesfion:

"tlloinsfreom schooling is tha best form of educotion for oll studcnts"
Do you ggt\ce o? disognee with this stotcment? (15 morks)

For Agoinst

55



Theories of Educotion

Different theories orgue thoi there are different functions of the educotion system' They are

oll volid funcfions but come from o different perspective. rf you get o question obout the function

of the educotion system you con use ony of the below theoretical functions - just double check it

isnt osking for o porficulor theory first'

Functionolism

Durkheim believed thot the educotion system is on imPortant institution for society to work

properly.rtisamassiveportoftheorgoniconologywherehestatesthoteochinstitutionison
importontorgonondeochinstitutionneedstobeworkingproperlytoensurethotsocietyworks
properly.'He'believed 

this through the following functions that it performs:

. Posses on the norms ond volues of society

.sociolCohesion(teochesthehistoryofthotporticulorsociety-providingo|inkbetween
the individual ond societY)

.Teocheschildrenhowtocooperotewitheochothertoallowthemtomonagetheirbehaviour
loter in life

Porsons (olso o functionolist) orgues fhot educotion hos the following functions:

. Bridge betweqtthe fomily ond society

. Merifocrocy (hord work will ollow you to climb the sociol closs lodder)

. Sociolisotion of children into the norms ond volues of sociefy

. Troins a workforce io fulfill the iobs n eeded in loter life. E.9. doctors, clean ers, gardeners '

lowyers etc.

ilorxism

CorresPondence orinciPle

,r^orxists believe thot if you ore from o working closs bockground you ore less likely to engage ud

do well in educotion. They believe thot the educotion systeh just reproduces the coPifolist sysiem

.keepingtherichpeoplerichandthepoorpeoplepor.Theycollthisthecorrespndenceprinciple

- your ochievement in educotion corresponds to your closs'
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Culturol copifol is where the middle closs ore sociolised to hove more culfure thon the working
closs. This means that when they are growitp up they hove occess fo more cuhurol irips @oin9 to
ort galleries, museums, holidoys etc) which ollows them fo ochieve better in educofion. They olso
dress ond speok in o woy which allows thern to be taken seriously to ollow for sociol mobiliiy on
impnessing in everyday life.If you lock culturol copital, then you're more likely to not be oble to
occess exom guestions fully or ochieve the moinstream gools of educotion ond society. Lockirg this
is called cultural deprivation which is whot morxists soy thot students lock.

lloferiol copitol is where the middle closs have more moferiol possessions to help them to ochieve
in education. This includes things like desks of home, textbooks, more pens, compufers ot home to
r?s,€,irch and do work, access fo tutors etc. Moteriol deprivation is whot morxisfs soy that the
working closs face - they don'f hove these things.

The moin function of lhe educotion system occording to 
^ 

orxists is fo reproduce copifolism ond
exploit the working class by:

. The myth of mcritoctucy ' tellirg oll students that they hove on equol chonce of success
in educotion when we know fhot upper closs porents con 'buy,,fheir woy up the social lodder
fhrough moteriol copifol

. Trsins people to become the ncxt workforce - they learn to occept outhority ond not
cholluge their 'superiors" through fhe hidden curriculum. Bowles ond 6intis orgue fhot the
educotion system just reproduces o workforce who ore too oppressed fo chollenge the
outhority of their monogers.

. ldeolqy - the norms and volues of ihot porficulor class ore possed down within the
educotion systen. Althusscr orgues that the moin tronsmitter of idalogy is the education
system.
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Feminism

Theeducotionsystemitselfispotriorchal-itisovehicleformentoexploitwomenondcontinue
the oppression. It does this through the following ways:

. Teoching of guderioles ond the socialisotion of children into the gender roles.

. Books ond textbooks ore focused more on men thon women - especiolly in science

. Mole dominated subiects - science' moths' comPuting 'eE 
e!-c'

.Boyscontrolthespocewithintheclossroomonditisn,tchollengebyteochers

. Teochers have gandere'd expectations - osking boys to corry boxes of books' move

tobles etc.

. Lock of Positive role models'

BeckyFroncisreseorchedgutderdifferutcesinschoolfindingthotboysdominotethespocein
clossrooms,ottractingmorePositiveondnegoiiveottentionfromteochersondpeers.Boysolso
tend to be louder fhon girls which olso ottrocts more ottenfion in the clossroom allowing boys

more interoctions. Finolly, Froncis found thot boys dominote the ploying areos during breok times'

,,ing,*toreasofspaceforfootbollandotherphysicolp|oy.Allofthiscontributestothefoct
thottheeducotionsystemisdominotedbyboyswhichollowsthemtogoinmoreottentionond
status - both Positive ond negotive from teochers ond peers'

Theories of Educotion - Test yourself

1. List os mony functions of the education system os you cani
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2. Split lhe different funciions inio the toble below:

3. How is the Morxist view of education different fo the functionolisi view on educolion?

Functionalism
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4. Whot do sociologists meon by culturol capitol? Who hos culturol copitol?

5. Whot do sociologists meon by meritocrocl?

6. Whot is potriorchy? How does the educotion system continue this sYstem?
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7. Plan u onswer to the followirg guestion:

'Thc moin furction of the edncotion systcm is to rcp.oduce
copitolism" Do you qrce o? disag.ee with this view? (15 morks)

E. Plon on onsn er to the following guesfion:

'The main furction of thc edrcofion system is to repnoduce

potriorchy" Do you qtzc o? disognce with fhis view? (15 morks)

For Agoinst

For Ag,oinst
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9. Plon on onswer to the following question:

'The moin fimction of the educotion qystem is to pumote

meritocrocy" Do you qr,zc ot disogrree with this view? (15 morks)

For Agoinst
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Educotion ond Class

Class is soid to be the biggest factor which determines how well o child does ai school. Childrer
who ore on Fre* School ltleols (FSrtl) ore soid to ochieve much lower thon orry other group (including
ethnicities). Free school meals ore used qs o measure of poverty.
To siudy the correlofion befween sociol closs ond citoinment, you con compore the grades of those
who get free school meols to those who do nof. The overoll percentoge of pupils achieving 5 or
more GCSEs ai grade A* fo c includirg Erglish ond moths wos 57.b% in 2015 compored to z3.g%
of FSIIA studenfs.

Holscv (1980)

Holsey sfudied 8,000 boys from different closs backgrounds. They found thot by the age of 16
paple from the upper closs were four times more likely to be ot school udby the age of lg they
wete ten times more likely to be in school.

Willis - l,zomim to l-obour (197n
Willis believed thot the educofion systeh is not a good socioliser for sociefy. He observed o school
in the Midlonds which wos in c workirg closs housirg estate ond found fhof there was o culture
thot wenf ogoinst fhe moinstreom volues of the school. This includes truonting lessons, walking
oround school, ignoring tqchers ond being rude when chollenged.

There are sevenol r"eosons for thesc diffcr.errccs in closs cnd ochievemcnt:

Culiurnol foctor.s

the influence of longuoge, volues, fomily ottifudes, sociolisotion by the fomily ond expectotions
. Lolr.Etqe skills - middle closs children ore hore likely to speak in eloborote code

(complicoted languoge) which is similor fo teochers, textbook, exom guesfions which means
it is eosier to access the conient being tought ond the exom meanirg o higher grode and
success raie.

. Values which are tought by sociolisotion. This can be things like middle closs more likely fo
volue revision ond homework in comporison to working closs which in turn has or.t effect on
fheir educoiionol ochievement.

. Porentol encoutqement - parents who get involved with fheir child's school life (ottend
parenfs evenings, supporf with homework eic) ore likely to achieve more.
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Culturaldeprivation-lackingthelonguageskills,voluesondgenerolsocialisotiontoochieve
in the education sYstem.

Sociolcopital.middleclassPorentstendtoknowhowtheschoolsystemworkbetterthon
o working closs porent which ollows for them to.work the system,,befter. ltAiddle closs

porenfs Ian generally inferact with teochers better meaning thot they con network more'

Moterial foctors

Referstomoneyondwhatpeopleconbuy-book,pens,guietspocestowork,oreathattheylive,
tutors etc. This also refers to lock of housirg, food, living equipment ond food being coused by a

lock of money.

. fncome ollows Parents to ploy fhe postcode lotfery - this ollows potlt-t t:.Py into the

o.* oi o gooa ,chool whereos'working class porents may not be able to afford this. working

class porents or.o "* t'oi""yr offori trips, books ond eguipment needed for their child's

educotion.

. costs - school is free but there is o lot of other costs. These include trovel, lunches, sports

kit,uniform,shoes.Thisollcosfsopproximotelyf,'1'000oyearoccordingtotheChildren's
Commission on PovertY.

.Choiceofschool.workingclossfomiliesgenerollyhavelesschoiceofschooloreoondtype
of school. Remember thoi most schools other thon mqinstreom cost o lot of money.

one woy in which the government hos trigd to overcome thes e differences is by introducing o pupil

premiumpolicyin20ll.Thisprovidesschoolswithonamountofmoneytospendperstudentifthey
come from o low income fomily. This is used to provide more resources, free breokfast' trips'

educotionol visits, books etc'
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Educotion ord Closs - Tesf yourcelf

1. Whot do Mqrxists believe obouf the educotion system?

2. How m<my times is o middle closs person likely to stoy in educaiion until they ore 18? Why
mighf fhis be?

3. whof are fwo n qys that the goverrunent hos tried to implement plicies to tockle closs
diff erences in educotion?
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4. Whot is moteriol dePrivotion?

5. Whot is culturol dePrivotion?

6. List os mony hoterial factors os you con:

7. List os mony culturol foctors os you con:
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8. Plon on onswer to the following question

'The main cousc of closs incquolity in education is moteriol
deprivotion". Do you qpee o? disogrrec with this view? (15 morks)

For Agoinst

9. Plon on onswer to the following guestion

"The moin cousc of closs rncgualrty in cducotion is culfurol
deprivotion". Do you qrec o? disngr* with this view? (15 morks)
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Educafion ord Ethnicitv

The ethnicity fhot is ot mosr risk of underochieving is white working closs, specif icolly boys' white

students ore the least likely ethnic aroup to ottend university or further educotion' Pupils with o

Pokistoni, coribbeon and Bonglodeshi bockground also underochieve although Bonglodeshi ore now

ochievingobovethonthenotionolavelageatGCSElevelolthoughnotosmuchaswhite.
Students who are from o chinese bockground are most likely to ochieve'inaOl't 86% of students

from chinese ethnicity ottained 5 A*-C. rn the lost three decodes (30 years) the white ethnic

group hos follen from the highesf achieving group to the lowest'

There ore sevenal foctors I'lrot contribute to this:

lrtateriol Focfors

.Fomiliesfromethnicminoritiesoremorelikelytobeunemployedorinlowpoidjobsin
comporison with whife fomilies so some differences in educotional achievement moy be

down to materiol dePrivation

. Poverty con leod to overcrowding and poor housing or even homelessness, poor diet ond poor

heolth,ollofwhichorelikelytoaffecthowwellchildrendootschoo|-Childrenmaynotbe
oble to sfudy or moy be off school due to ill health. rn ?oo7,over half of Pokistoni fomilies

ond block fomilies lived in poverfy

Culturol Foctors

.Longuoge:UnderochievementinethnicminoritieshasoffenbeenputdowntoEnglishnot
beiig their first longuoge this is colled EAL (English os on additionol languoge)' This wos

".p"i.tolry 
for Bonglodeshi ond Pokistoni pupils before 2014 but doesn't exploin why white

working closs boys are the lowest ochieving group'

.SubculturesoreogrouPofpeoplewhosenormsondvaluesorediffere.rP'fromthe
moinstrecmsociety.Subcultureshosbeenobigportintheeffeciofunderochievementin
African.Coribbean children, porficulcrly boys. Mole subcultures omong Africon-Caribbeon

boysencourogeoggressive,rebellious,physicol,machoformsofmasculinitythatdiscourage

successotschoolondalcourogesfighting,truoncy,rudeness,lockofeffortetc.
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Porental ospirotions

Porental ospiroiions ond commitment to educofion, includirg porentol involvemenl,areoften
reosons givu for ethnic minority achievement in fhe cose of chinese children of bofh
working ond middle-closs bockgrounds.

. This moy also explain why evur chinese pupils who are on FsM (Free school meols)
outperform ony other ethnic aroups os their porents ore more likely to be involved in their
child's educotion. This might exploin why whife working closs children don't ochieve as much
becouse their porenfs don't ottend os many porents evenings, et:goge with fhe school ond
bock up the school rules to help their child succeed.

Influcnce of the school

Racism hos been o big factor in ethnicify ond ochievement. Research hos consistently found
thot block boys ore disciplined more frequently fhan ofher groups of school children.
According to o government report in 2015, block pupils ore punished more often ond more
severely thon white pupils for the some octions.

reachers face conscious (they're cware) ond unconscious (they're unowore) discriminotion
due to o studenfs efhnicity. This could be osking certoin efhnicities to be guiet, lobelling
them before they know them os 'naughty" or 'chotfy' or 'hord working". These lobels con
end up with the students hoving o self fulfilling prophecy.

fnsfituiionol Rocism is o phrose which meons thot the institution (in this cose fhe educofion
system) is rocist fhrough and through. The whole systan is rocisf from the curriculum to
the teachers. Exclusion rotes for Africon-Coribbean boys ore three to four times higher
thon for oiher groups. children excluded from school ore more likely to end up leaving the
educotion system eorly ond wifh few guolifications.

A white centered curriculum is one thot focuses on the culture of whife students ond

excludes ony other ethnicity. This might promote low self-esteenr omorg ethnic aroups in
school as well as o sense of detochmenf ond disinterest. Under the mfional curriculum, all
children in publicly funded schools in the UK (not ocodanies, free school or fechnical
schools) follow the same bosic curriculum, which centres on the culture, history ond

achievements of British white people. Due to the fact thot every school has to follow the
some curriculum ,lhere is little room for diversiiy, evet if most of the children in fhe school

ore from non-white, non- British efhnic aroups.
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Teachers lobel ethnic-minority children os'low ochievers' from the outset and hove low

"xpEcfations 
of their potenfiol. Block children ore more likety to be put in lower sets thon

white students of the some meosured obilify. when the children end up in thesa sets,

reseorch from interactionist studies suggests that they might be tought differently from

children in other sets ond ore more likely to be qlered for lower-tier exominofions.

which ethnic aroups or€ most likely to over perform in aducotion ond underperform in

educotion?

2. Does ethnicity link with closs? Why / Why rcr?

ord Education - Tesf Yoursel

3. How do material foctors link with ethnicity ond education?
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4. How does o porart's ottitude towords educotion affect o sfudents ottoinment?

5. How con the school influence o students ottoinment?

6. Whot is institutionol rocism?

7. Which groups ore more likely to be lobelled by o teocher? Whot might that lobel be?
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8. If a student is given a label, whot might hoppen?

9. Plon on onswer to the following question
.The moin cause of underochievement in educotion is their ethnic

bock1ground". Do you q?ee or disogrce with this view? (15 marks)

For AgaiEl
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10. Plon o orrwer to fhe following guestion

"Studcnis undercchicva in cducation dnc to instiiutional rocism". Do
you agrcc or disogrrac with this view? (15 marks)
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Educotion ond Gender

6irls constontly outPerform boys in the educotion system:

.71.3% ofgirls' entries oworded ot leost o c grade, compored wilh 6?'4% of boys (2016)

.A higher percen toge of female anlries olso ochieved A* or A grodes: 24.1% compored with

16.8% for boYs.

.women ore 35%more likely to 90 to university thon men in the uK'', (ucAs,2016)

Ihere ore several reosons for this difference which moinly revolves oround fhe chonges in society

over the lost 50 Yeors.

Thepositionofwomenhaschongedoverthelas'i50yearsondthenorms'voluesqnd
socialisofion of girls ot o young ige hos chonged. we leornt this in the fomily module ond

you con tolk obo-ut the symmeirii-ol fomily, neutrol gender. sociolisotion etc. With this

iiongi in ottitrdes, girli now hove more confidence ond there is on end gool of o coreer'

o. o joU to enoble thlm to succeedmore than they used to. 50 years o9o girls were only

sociiised to exPect fo be a housewife or o low paid caring job'

Duetochongesinthelows(e.g.theequolp<ryoct,discriminotionoctetc)therehosbeen
imp.or"d jo6 prospects for wimen giving girls more motivotion to succeed in school. You

.oi 1nf, tft, to fhe notionol curricuftm which m"ons that bofh boys and girls hove to study

the same subiecfs and get equol opportunities until 6CSEs'

There hove been government schemes to try ond get women into science' technology'

moths ond other ;boy,, stereotype subjects. There hos been a recruitment of more

femalesintothesesectorstoberolemodelsondtherehovebeenmorewomenputinto
the text books of fhese subjects.

Boysmightunderachieveduetotheirloddishsubcultures.Boysoremoreinterestedin
their pJergrouP Pressures to mess oround rother than goin fhe opprovol of their 

.

teochers oid do well in school. This in turn leads to them not succeedirg os well in lessons

*a giining worse quolifications os o result. Jockon (2006) found thot being'cool" in

,j,o-or ,* n"."rsory for boys. This leads to them messing oround in lessons, disrupting

others ond oPPearirg to be 'hord".

The crisis of mosculinity (os discussed in the family module) meons thot boys oren,t os

sure of their role in society any more. There are less monuol lobour jobs which hos lead to

more men being unemployed ond in turn dompens the confidence' motivotion ond

enthusiasm of boys to do well at school'
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. Girls ore sociolised to conform (follow the norms ond volues of society) ond not to be
deviont. This is colled the 'control theory" which is where girls ore controlled more by
sociefy than boys. This meons that they follow the norms ond volues of society fo not
rebel or misbehove in lessons.

. The media shows fhe male stereotype of being lory, physicolly strong ond not olwcys
infelligeni (think Homer simpson). This meons thof boys don't hove o psifive role model in
the medio but women do.

Oendcr ond Edrcotioa - Tcst vourcclf

1. Who performs better in educofion? Boys or girls? How con you bock this up?

2. How has society chonged for fhis difference lo occur?

3. Whoi lows / policies ore in ploce to help girls do better in educotion?
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4. Whot is o loddish subculture? How might this offect educotional ottoinment?

5. How does sociolisotion play o part in educotional ottainment?

6.Doonyoftheexplonotionsofgenderottainmenthelptoexploinclossorgenderottoinment?
Exploin Your answer
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7. Plon on onswer lo the following guestion

"l-abelling of boys lcods to them undcrochiaviry'. Do yor q"ce o?

disognee with this view? (15 morks)

For Agoinst

8. Plon an onswer to the following question

"6irls achieve in edncotim becouse they orc sociolised to do so". Do

vou qree or disogr"e with this vfcw? (15 morks)

For Agoinsf
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Processes within schools

Scttim

setting is putting studenfs into closses bosed on their obility for that specific subject' For

*o.pl",yourmofhssetmighfbeotopsetbutyourEnglishsetisolowerset'Thismeansthot
students ore grouped into similor obilities to allow the teocher to teach the skills needed for that

porticulor grouP.

Sfreonino

Steamingisstillgroupsthotorebosedonobility,buttheyorebosedonobilityingenerolos
opposedlo o specific set. so thdt meons thot you ore in the sqme set for every subject bosed on

one. rn our school, the moiority of your KS3 closses are bosed on your Erqlish group (oport from

maths, computer science ond science)' This is streoming'

l ixed Ability

Thisiswhereollclossesorenotsetorstreomedondthereisomixofabilitieswithinthesame
closs. This is common in your option subiects os they ore not setted or streamed' For exomple in

our sociology closs there ore o mixture of differet* obilities ond the teocher hos to odapt their

teoching style ond questions to each obility within the class. This ollows for students to be oble

to learn from their higher obility peers'

Labellim

The lobelling theory states that people Put o stereotyPical label on people bosed on something'

This is normolly bosed on their closs, qe, galder or ethnicity (cA6E).The lobelling theory is on

interactionist theory - lhey believe thot through our interoctions with eoch other and other

pe.ople weplace a lobel on somebody (this could be immediotely or after time)' Both teachers ond

strd*ts opply lobels to other people and con affect c person's ochievements within the educotion

system.
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Why oeoole ore lobellcd bv neochel's

Horgreaves found thot teochers ganerally moke foirly guick judgernents qnd labels bosed on o

students chorocterisiics - their oppeoror ce, their enthusiasm for work, how fhey treaf other

students etc. Ability is one thing thaf feochers lobel buf Hargreaves found that most teochers

label based on o sfudents class. Becker olso argues thot feachers hove or idea of on 'ideal pupil'

in their heod. This is generolly bosed upn behoviour, ocodemic achievement etc. Becken found

fhot the teachers ideal pupil is a middle closs sfudent ond orrybody who doesn't meet this ideol

type is pre judged on their obility ord achievement.

Self Fulfillino Pnoohecv

When somebody is given a lobel, they ore likely to live up to thot lobel - it becomes irue. This

means thot if a teacher lobels o student os tolkofive, underochieving, misbehoving then they ore

more likely to become thot type of student. Hoving soid this, if o teacher lobels o student os hord

working, high ochieving ond well behorcd, the studenf is more likely to believe it ond hove o self

fulfilling prophecy to live up to the lqbel.

Bondino ond Sctfim Effccts

Bonding ond setting con themselves be clossed os o form of lqbel. ff o student is placed in the

bottom sei, they ore more likely to sei thernselves as underochieving ond therefore live up fo thot

label. Likewise, if you ploce o student into o top set, lhey are more likely to follow the example of

those oround them ond live up to the lobel ihot the sef hos - o hord working, well behaved student.

Teochers ore olso more likely to lobel on entire closs with banding and sefting. They ore more

likely to either lobel oll students os clever or less oble. Boll hos conducted reseorch into a

moinstrean stote school where students ore ploced into bonds. He found thot studenfs in top

bands were well behoved, hord working ond moking good progress whereos students in lower bonds

were much more lory ond bodly behoved. Boll orgues thqt the chonges in Progress, ottainment and

ottitude is down to the lobel of the set ond of the teacher.

Anti School 9tbcultttrcs

We hove covered subcultures guite o bii - fhey ore o group of People who shore norms ond values

fhot go ogoinsi the rest of society. Most schools hove onti school subcultures in there. These

tends to be formed by o group of students, usuolly in Yeors 9 to 11, in the lower sets or bonds,

who do not follow the gools of the school to work hord ond do well. fnsteod, the students reiect



the school ond set their own gools which might involve messing obout, cousing trouble ond

disruptirg the closs.

Hoqgreoves conducted reseorch into on onti-school subculture in o boys'secondory school in the

1960s. The boys in the 'C streom were che.e|<y to teachers, didn't do their homework ond olwoys

disrupting the teoching in their lessons. They weren't bothered thot their behaviour nos linked to

the underochievement in their lessons. Hargreaves orgued thot the boys in the top stream nere

lobelled os successes and were reworded by the school. They got their sfotus ond recognition from

the school. However, the boys in the lower streom hod no stotus from the school os lhey were

lobelled in the bottom bonds so they hod to get iheir siotus elsewhere - in this cose the

subculfure.

The study of Willis thot we used in the closs section con olso be used here in onti school

subcultures. Ih*e were o group of working closs lods who did not ochieve in educotion os they

were more interested in messing oround ond hoving o lough fhon doirg work. Willis orgued thot

this wos not os an effecl of lobelling but rofher o choice thot ihey had mode to enioy themselves

over getting o good educotion. They locked positive mole role models ond thought thot whatever

hoppened ot school didn't motter as they would end up unemployed onyway'

Pr"ocesses within schools - Test vourself

1. Whot is the diffErencebelweet setting and bonding?
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2. Whot ore the positives ond negotives of setting ond bonding bv mixed obility closses?

Advontoges Disodvontoges

3. What is the labelling theary?

4. How con peoPle reoct to o lobel?
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5. How do feochers lobel PuPils?

6. How con you link labelling to setting?

7. Whot is on onti school subculture?

8. What sfudies ore there to link anti school subcuhures fo fhe processes within schools?
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9. Plor on onswer fo the following quesfion

"Lobelling by teochcrs is thc biggcst cousc of underochievemsnt in

schools". Do you qrac o? disogrce with this vfew? (15 morks)

For Agoinsi
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This is the lost section of the poper ond consists of the following guestions:

.1x2morks

. 1x 4 morks

. lx 12 marks

Leornino Checklist

doto and know its usefulness to

doto ond know its usefulness fo

Know the difference between

Describe sources of secondory dato ond know their usefulness to sociologists, including:

. diories

. journols

. officiol

. non-officiolstotistics

doto ond know its usefulness to

dofo ond know its usefulness to

Know the difference betweet quortitotive ond guolitotive doto

Describe

Evoluote guestionnoires in terms of their volue, procticol opplicotion ond sfrengfhs and

weaknesses (validity, reliobility, ethics,

Describe structured and unstructured interviews
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Evoluote structured ond unstructured inferviews in ferms of their value, procticol
opplicotion ond strengths ond weaknesses (volidity, reliability, ethics,
represenfofiveness)

Describe diff erql tyPes of observotions:
. porticipant
. non-porticipont
. OVe?t

. covert
Evoluote ditfererfi types of observotions in terms of their volue, procticol opplicotion
ond strengths ond weoknesses (volidity, reliobilify, ethics, representotiveness)

Describe mixad methods opprooches

Evoluofe mixed methods opproaches in terms of their volue, proctical opplication ord
strengths ond weoknesses (volidity, reliobility, ethics, raprcscntotiveness)

Describe representotive and non-represenfotive sompling fechniques, including:
. simple random sompling
. strotified sompling
. systemoiic sampling
. guoto somPlirg
. snowball sampling

Exploin occess to subjects of research os o procticol issue offecting reseorch

Exploin what it meons to hove o gotekeeper to cllow occais os o procticol issue offecting
reseorch

Explain time ond cosf of reseorch os o procticol issue offecfing research

Explain what informed consent is

Exploin whot confidentiolify is

Explain what horm to porticipottfs is

Exploin whot decePf ion is
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Knowlcdoe Orvoniscr KcY CorcePts

Concept Definition

Cose study A reseorch method thot relies on only one study for informotion'

C,rlnt? t anolysis

A process thot ollows reseorchers to onolyse gualitotive moteriol and

quonfify it.

Coverf observotion

Reseqrch where you watch your participonts behoviour without them

knowing. You're undercover.

Closed guestions

Questions which hove o set onswer. They ore used when looking for

stotistics to generolise your results. E.9. How old ore you? 9'11L2-15 16-

t9

Ethicol considerotions -

ononymity

The porticiPonts identity not being known. Their mme. nationolity,

guder, qe, closs, ethnicity etc is kept out of the reseorch'

Ethicol considerotions -

confidenfiolitY

The porticiponts results ore not shored individuolly ond ore kePt secrei

unless they ore used os port of a group or without the nome / identifier

of the person.

Ethicol considerotions -

informed consent

The porticipont being oble to qtezto the full terms ond conditions of

the reseorch knowing exactly whot is involved during ord after the

research.

Field experiment Scientific research thot is corried out 'in the field' which meors in the

reol world rother thon in o loborotory. E9. Wofching students in o

clossroom situotion and not in o lob.

Loborotory exPerim?al Scientific research in o loborotory and not in ihe noturol settings'
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6enerolisobility

Beirg oble to apply the results fo other penple of the some profile
(class, o9e, gender, ethnicify).

l-{ypothesis
A predicfion thot you ore going to test your results agoinst when

resenchitg.

Interviewer bias / ef f ut
or Howthorne eff ql

The person being researched chonges their onswers either to impress
the resqrcher, becouse lhey ore emborrossed or becouse fhey think
it's whot the reseorcher wonts to heor.

Lorgifudinol studies

Studies fhot are corried out over time. For exomple, if f was going fo
study your yeor group's behavaour over the course of your time ot
JHNCC to see the chonges ond your ottitudes towords work.

Non-participonf
observotion Wotchiry from the outside. The reseorcher is not involved.

Of f iciol statistics

Stotistics fhot are produced by the government or qnother officio
source. 8.9.

the census or the notionol crime sfotistics.

Open guestions

Questions thai hove no infended outcome. The porticipont con onswer

with whotever they like ond with os much or os little os they like. E.g.

How do you feel about your OCSEs? Why?

Overt observotion

A lype of research where you ore wotching o person or o group of
people and lhey are aware thot you ore wotching fhem. You ate op?tt

about your intentions.

Parf icipont observotion

When you ore obsewing o person or o group of people but you are olso

toking part.

Personol documents

Things thot you con use to see the first hand personol feelings ond ideqs

of a person. For exomple, diories, leffers, sociol medio etc.
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Pilot study

A smqll scole study thot you do to test your reseorch before you

complete your full scole study.

Populotion The iotol nunber of PepPle in q given situqtion.

Primory dqtq

Dolo thqt comes first hond ond thot is gqthered specificolly for your

research ond intended PurPose.

Doto thot is Produced wath letters thot ore used to find individual

melnings ond thoughts froh o pqrticulor person or group of people'
Quolitotive dotq

Quontitqtive doto

Dsto thqi is generolly numbers ond stqtistics that is used to get

generclisoble results.

Reliobility

you con replicdte ihe r€seorch severol tines ond get the some result

each tinE.

A sqtnple of PorticiPqnts from oll oreos, oges.genders, closses,

ethnicily. ftRepresentqtivE somPle

should not be oll from one grouP.

Reseorch oim

The overoll oim ond purpose of the study. Whqt does the reseqrcher

nont to get oui of the study?

Reseorch method

The type of r€search the reseorcher is 9oin9 to undertoke lo collect

their results.

Aeseorch process

The process thot the reseorcher goes through to get their results. All

steps ore linked.

Respondert ot

Pqrticipont
A person who rePli€s to o qu€stionnoire or qn odveri.

88



A smoller group of lhe puple being reseorched to be oble to generolise
fhe resrlts to fhe wider ppulation.

Sompling frome

The moterial or device fhot is used to be oble to create the somple. A
list of people within the population.

Systemotic sompling

The sonple is produced through o random systematic w6y. Eg. anery 3rd

A certain numbe? of p@ple from o subgroup. E.g l0O femoles

Snowboll sompling

When o porticiport recruifs onother porticipont through word of mouth
ond the somple is created this woy.

Random sornpling

A complefely rondom selecflon of penple. Does not olwoys give o
represenfaf ave sample.

Strotified sompling

Splitting the populotion into different groups ond tcking o porticulor

Secondory doto

Doto thot comat from o secondory source thot wosn't for the intended

PUrPoSe.

Triongulation

Using dofo from two or more sources ond two or more reseorch
methods to get dofo thot is relioble.

The resulfs ref lect the octuol reol thorghts / f eelirpls / idqs /
They are complefely true and reol.
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Reseorch mefhods ore the wqys in which sociologists conduct their reseqrch into o porticulor

topic. There ore differe.nt methods thot ore useful for different scenorios ond types of reseorch

ond,likeevefihing,thereoreodvontagesonddisodvoniogestoeochmethod'Aresearcherolso
has to take into occount differeri issues - both ethicol and proctical issues when conducting

research. This is to moke sure thot there ore no mqior issues with the Porticiponts or the woy in

which the seorch is corried out'

Thefirsithingthatoresearchermustdecideiswhetheriheywonttogainnumericaldota
(numbers,stotisticsetc)orwrittenresPonsestolookforodeepermeoningondexplonotionsos
to why. This decision is guontitotive doto over quolitotive dota'

Somolim methods

Asampleisthegroupofpeoplethotyouoreusingtoconductyourreseorch.Thereoredifferent
methods to get Your somPle:

. simpt rondom sompling: E.g. pulling nomes out of o hot. Thor.rgh sociologists tend to number

ollthenomesinthesomplingfrome,thengetocomPutertorondomlyselectthenumbers.
.systemoticsomplinginvolvesselecfingnomesfromthesomplingframeatregulorintervols'

For exomple, selecting every fiffh nome in o sampling frome'

.strotifiedsamPlingiswhenpeopleoresplitintogroupsbosedonoporticulorchoracteristic
(class, age, gender, ethnicity, hoir colour' eye colour etc) ond then o certoin number of

people are token from eoch of those groups

.rfihegroupisdifficulttoobtoin,ordoesn,texist,thensnowbollsomplingisused.The
researcher identifies a person with charocteristics they ore interested in (e.9' criminal)'

The reseorcher will then osk this Person to infroduce them to others with similor

choracteristics (other criminals)'

Quontitotiw doto

Quontitative dofo is looking for stotistics and answers thot can be generolised to compare and

controsf. For example, if I did o survey which osked how you like school ond only gove you o few

options to choose from (on o scole of 1-10) then you will be oble to soy thot 70% of pupils like

school. This is colled quontitotive dota - stotistics ond numbers' rt's easy to remember because

quontitotive hos on n in it therefore 9o with numbers'
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Quolitative dota

Quolitofive doto looks of meanings ond individuol responses to gef defoil. This is preferred by
interoctionisfs because you con look ot why somebody might like school ord whof sociologists can
do lo chuge thof. This is more detoiled fhon just a statistic but it chonges from one person to
onother.

l/\ethod I Tvoe of
I dota

Advontoge Disodvortooe

Interuiews con be individuql

(reseorcher ond porticipont) or in o
group (reseorcher and o group of
people).

fnterviews con olso be siructured (o

sef of guestions thot you connot

stroy from) or unstructured (like on

informol chaf).

Quolitotive You cor get in depfh
informotion obout
fhat particulor
subject thot you ore
reseorching

ff it's in o group then
the porticiponf mqy be

affe*ted by their
friends or other
porticiponfs ond not
tell the truth.

I Obscruotions ore the reseorcher

I wotching o particulor group or
situotion. This con be one of trflo wqys:

Porticipont observation where the
reseorcher is toking port in the
ocfivity fhof they ire researching.

I

Mn porticipant observotion where 
I

lhe researcher is just wafchirg ond 
I

not toking port in the research. I

I

Observotion con olso be cover! or 
I

ovetl. Ovefi is where the participant I

is fully aware thot you are lhere 
I

researchirg and whot you ore 
I

resurchirg. Covert is where you ore 
I

undercover ond the porticiponfs ore 
I

unowore thot you ore reseorchitg. I

Quolitof ive

and con

somefimes

be
guonfitofive.

You cor be part of
the group ond see

paple in their nofurol
hobitots and

surroundings.

Your presence can

chonge the octions of
the group. ff you ore
covert you could olso

put yourself os o

r*archer in dorger.
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-Pilot 
Studies ore smallscole studies

that you do before Your full sccle

reseqrch to test your hyPothesis ond

smooth out ony Problems with the

reseorch.

Qualitotive
ond

/or
Quontitotive

You cor solve arry

problems thot moy

occur before you

conduct your moin

reseorch

Tokes time ond moneY

Questionnoires con be conducted in 
I

person or by distonce (e.9. post). Theyl

con hove o mixture of guestions but 
I

generolly hove either closed guestions 
I

or open questions 
I

Closed questions get quontitotive dofol

I so thot You con onlY choose o 
I

I porticular onswer (e.9. strongly ogree, 
I

I og."", ,*rt", disqre,e, strongly 
I

I disogree). You cor then scy thot 6/90 
|

I people strongly qtee wilh smoking I

I when pregnort etc.

I Open questions ollow the porticipont

I to 
"rp.".s 

their ideos ord opinions

I ond ollows them to write os much or

I os little on the topic os they wish.

I thls is quolltotive dota.

Closed =

quontitotive

OPen =
qualitotive

You cor get o lorge

somple as theY con

be sent out bY Post
or emoil to thousonds

of people relofivelY

cheoply ond quicklY

As it is not foce to
foce, people mcy be

less inclined to
respnd leaving your

somple skewed.

Prinorr doto

This is doto thot you collecf yourself. rt is first hond doto. You hove corried out your reseorch

ond got the resulis that you need for your porticulor reseorch'

Secondory doto

This is when you get doto either from somebody else's reseorch, siotistics that have been

collected by the government or on orgonisotion or from items belorging to fhe participont. These

could include:

. Diories - thi is especiolly useful to work out why somebody might be ccting the wcy thot

they are or to look ot something over time. This could be looking ot the chonge in fomily

life over time, or the chonge in ottitudes towords educotion over time. A diory is more likely

to be volid thon an intervaew or o questionnoire.
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. Journols / newspapers ore good for looking ot sociol octs ond the reaction of society to
porticular trends.

. Officiol Stotistics The followirg surveys ore oll importont sources of official stotistics:
The Fomily Resources Survey, The Geteral lhusehold Survey, The Lobour Force Survey,
The British Crime Survey, the census.

Secondory doto is good because lhey geterally hove o larger to reoch porticipont group fhot con

be used over differett times, ploces and counfries bui don'f olwoys correlofe exactly with the
research thot you ore corrying out.

Procticol Issucs

These ore issues that moy physicolly stop you from conducting your reseorch. Exomples of
procticol issues ore:

. Access to subjects of reseorch - if you ore researching o vulnerable group (e.g. young

children, the elderly, criminols etc) it is much horder to goin occess to fhese groups as a

reseatchet. ff f wonted fo reseorch why some wohen furn to prostitution or why gong

members furn to gongs then getting occess fo these porticiponts con be on issue.

. A gotekeeper wifhin research is somebody who con help get you occess. For exomple if you

wont fo reseorch mentolly ill potients, o doctor would be lhe gotekeeper. ff you wonf fo
reseorch criminals, fhe police or prison officer would help you gef access.

. Time is o big factor to consider when conducting research. ff you wont to reseorch 500
porficiPonfs in unstructured interviews this can take a lot of time, which moybe you do not
hove. Time is also costly.

. You olso need to consider the cost of rc-s?atch. ff you wonf to conducf porticipont
observotions with groups ocross the world, this could turn out fo be very costly and you

may not hove the budget to be oble to offord the reseorch.
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Voliditv

Doto is volid if it gives on accurote ond frue picture of reolity. For exomple if you osk somebody

who loves school if they like school ond they respond with no so thot they look cool in front of

their friends then this is not volid reseorch. Sociologists need their research to be volid so that

it gives on occurate picture of the topic thot ihey ore looking at. The presence of a re'searcher

or friends often mokes the reseorch invalid'

Ethicol Xssues

Sociologists ore concerned with ethicol issues to ensure thot what is morolly right' Porticiponts

should not be hormed or deceived during reseorch. Ethicol issues thaf sociologists needs fo moke

sure thot theY ore adhering to ore:

. Informed consent - this is letfing the porticipont know exoctly whot the research is ond

then getting fheir permission for them io be a port of the reseorch. You connot reseorch

somebody without telling them what it is for ond why you ore doing it ond then getting their

permission.

. confidentiolity - this is keeping the results of your research ononymous so thot you do not

identify your porticiponts in the reseorch. For exomple if I was looking at teachers

attitudes towords porticulor students, I wouldn't nome the teocher or ihe student but

rother coll them 'Teocher l" or give than o foke name'

. Hom to por"ticiponts - this con be mentolly or physicolly. Your reseorch connot couse ony

horm to the PorticiPont'

. Deception - this is telling somebody thoi you ore doing one thing when reolly you ore doing

something else. For exomple if I conduct reseorch into the fomily to look at domestic

violence, f con't tell the porticiponts thot f om looking ot the conjugol roles as this would

be decePtion.
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Reliobilitv

rf you used the sorne method os o previous researcher, and get similor resuhs, then the mefhod
is relioble. We wont research to be replicoble ond consisfenf. For exomple, differqt reseorchers
con use fhe sohe guestionnoire obouf whelher o student likes school on similor groups within the
PoPulotion. This might be 1778 yar old middle closs girls ocross ihe UK in differenf schools ore
areos. ff fhe guestionmire is relioble, then the results should be similar.

Rcorcsentotivc

lf your resarch is representotive il reflects the society or fhe group thaf you ore looking at in
parficulor. For exomple if you wont it to be represurtotive of the whole world you would have to
gef porticiponts from oll oges, countries, ethnicities, neligions, ganders, classes efc.

Reseorch Methods - Test Yourself

1. List os many types of research methods os you con

2. Whats the diff erence belwe,et guoniitotive ond quolitotive dofo?
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3. Whot's the difference betlveen PrimorY and secondary dota?

4. l.,tome three types of primory reseorch ond give on odvontoge ond disodvontoge for each
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5. Nome three types of s econdory reseorch ond give on odvontoge ond disodvontoge for eoch

Atlethod Advantage Disodvontoge

6. How con you choose a somple for your resarch?

7. Whot's the diff erqce betwer;sr volid ond relioble?
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8. Plon on orswer to the following questions:

Discuss the usefulncss of questionnoines in rescorch (12 morks)

Discuss the usefulness of interuiews in neseonch (12 morks)

Weokness
Strength

\



Discuss the usefulness of observ,ation in reseorch (12 morks)

Strength Weokness

Discuss the usefulness of secondory Fescanch methods (lZ morks)


